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SECRET OF
TATTOO

SAUCER OUT

The Army today released details of the fly-
ing saucer that landed on Wayville Show-

grounds during this week’s Army Tattoo.

There were two saucers— '
one airborne, the
grounded.

Thev were built by en-
gineers of the 23rd Con-
struction Squadron at
Keswick.

The airborne one, 10 ft.
in circumference, was
made of muslin over light
wood.

The other. about 60 ft.
in circumference, was hes-
silan stretched over wood.

It was balanced cen-
trally on a jeep and rota-
ted by hand from inside.

When the spotlight was

switched from the air-
borne saucer, the other was
driven on to the oval.
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The first idea to get one
saucer into the air was to
erect a flying fox arrange-
ment from the mound near
the secretary’s ofMce to the
centre of the ground.

But the lights around the
trotting track would have
interfered with the wires.

S0 the Fire Brigade was
called in, and two 90-ft.
mobile exiension ladders
were placed 140 yards
apart with Wwires between

them.

' The first test was success-
'ful, but in the second the
wind caught the saucer.

Fell to ground

The wires came adrift,
the sancer cracshed tn
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and the saucer crashed to
the ground and broke.

The Chief Fire Officer
(Mr. J. J. Whyte), fearing
the ladders might be
damaged, took them away,
and the engineers started
working on another saucer.
Then the Electricity Trust
agreed to erect two 60-ft.
high-tension concrete poles
in the same positions as
the ladders.

Wire was strung between
them, and the new saucer,
towed from below by a
jeep, did all that saucers
are supposed to do.

The wires were painted
black to make them in-|
visible in the spotlight, and |
“verybody frcm the GOC|
Central Command (Major-
Gen. Roy King) down.|
breathed again. |
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